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EDUCATION

M.F.A., Hamline University, anticipated Fall 2007 

Thesis in fiction: Theories of Relative Courage, a collection of short stories
Thesis Committee: Patricia Weaver Francisco and Carol Bly

B.A., University of St. Thomas, Spring 1991

English Education and Speech-Theater Education, Summa Cum Laude
EXPERIENCE
Teaching Practicum, August 2006 – December 2006
Metropolitan State University

Mentor: Suzanne Nielsen, Metropolitan State University

Independent Study Instructor: Larry Sutin, Hamline University 
 Created and taught lessons in Humor Writing on dialogue and the critical review

 Assigned, read and graded critical reviews

 Requested, conducted and shared an e-mail interview with Dominic Papatola, theater critic for the St. Paul Pioneer Press

 Arranged and facilitated visit with guest artists from “The Lit 6 Project”

English Teacher, 1992 - 1996

Minnetonka High School

 Taught creative writing, composition and literature

 Designed and team taught a pilot interdisciplinary course, which was later adopted as a regular course offering

 Helped students with a range of academic abilities experience success with writing and reading
 Created and facilitated an after school Creative Writing Club and annual coffeehouse style reading event
 Served as faculty advisor for the student literary magazine Mirrors of the Mind
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English Teacher, 1992

Sacred Heart-St. John’s School (Trinity Catholic)

 Taught reading and language arts

 Created and established a classroom writing workshop 

 Developed and managed a reading program that helped students become active and habitual readers

Teaching Assistant and Writing Center Tutor, 1990 - 1991

University of St. Thomas

 Co-taught introductory writing course designed specifically for minority first generation college students in a predominantly white university

 Conferred with and helped undergraduate students with writing
PUBLICATIONS

Mayer, Beth, “Clutter” (short story) 

rock, paper, scissors, 2006
Mayer, Beth, “Disneyworld Needs You” (article)

The GLS Exchange, Hamline University, December 2006

Mayer, Beth, “Good Enough” (personal essay)

The Sun Magazine, July 2006

Mayer, Beth, “When We Are Hungry” (academic essay)

The Journal of Graduate Liberal Studies, Fall 2004 
Mayer, Beth, “Birdie, Birdie” (short story) 

The Threepenny Review, Fall 2004
READINGS

“Spiked Coffee” at The 331 Club.  Sponsored by Coffee House Press.  May 29, 2007
“The Great American Family Vacation Show” with TalkingImageConnection at the Susan Hensel Gallery in response to Mike Elko’s sculpture, drawing and print exhibit “We Came, We Saw, We Ate,” February 17, 2007
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“Transatlantic Threeway” with TalkingImageConnection at the Soap Factory 
in response to “8x8x8  LON/MSP/NYC,” June 3, 2006

“The Body’s Alphabet” with TalkingImageConnection at the Frank Stone Gallery 
in response to Marilynn Taylor’s “Heart Boxes & Herd Instincts,” September 16, 2005
AWARDS
“What Light,” June 2007.  The poem “content” was selected by poet Sun Yung Shin.  “What Light” is a contest sponsored by Magers and Quinn Booksellers, in which a new poem by a Minnesota poet is chosen each week and featured on www.mnartist.org.
PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS

 Association of Writers and Writing Programs, 2003 - present

 The Loft Literary Center, 1996 - present

CONFERENCES AND COMMITTEES

 Association of Writers and Writing Programs (AWP)

Annual Bookfair and Conference, Atlanta, 2007
 Association of Writers and Writing Programs (AWP)

Annual Bookfair and Conference, Austin, 2006
 Editorial board, Hamline University’s Literary Annual Water~Stone, 2005

 Formation Committee for “Westegg Literati,” which went on to became the official student group for Hamline University’s School of Graduate Liberal Studies, 2004
References available by request
